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Climate-resilient url
hope amid" gaps In

Neel.Kamal@timesofindia.com

Bathinda: Amid the back-
dropof the Indian Meteorolo-
gical Department (IMD) fore-
casting an increase in the
number of heatwave days
between April and June, a re-
cent report has raised alarm
about theshortcomingsof In-
dia’sheat action plans.

“Is India ready for a war-
ming world? How heat resili-
ence measures are being imp-
lemented for 11% of India's

EARTH DAY TODAY

urban population in some of
its most at-risk cities,” relea-
sed by think tank Sustainable
Futures Collaborative, invol-
ving experts from Harvard
University, King's College
London, and other global in-
stitutions, has highlighted a
critical oversight: the lack of
green infrastructure — ur-
ban forests, green corridors,
and public green spaces—ca-
pable of providing natural
cooling and climate resilien-
ce. However, an unexpected
solution has emerged in one
of the driest corners of the
country — Bikaner, Rajast-

22042025 | Bikaner City | Page : 6
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Shyam Sunderjyani asso-::late professor, Government Dungar College
in Bikaner, has created an urban forest in the Rajasthan town

han.

Shyam Sunder Jyani, as-
sociate professor, Govern-
mentDungar Collegein Bika-
ner, has not only created a fo-
rest but has also cultivated a
model of climate resilience.

Jyani began transfor-
ming 16 acres of barren insti-
tutional land into a thriving
green space in 2013. Without
any financial support from
the college or govt, he inves-
ted his personal salary into
the project, which has since
blossomed into a flourishing

urban forest with more than
3,000 trees across 90 species.
One notable feature of the
forest is its section dedicated
to native desert grasses, in-
cluding Sewan (Lasiurus sin-
dicus), Dhaman (Cenchrus
ciliaris), and Boor (Cymbo-
pogon martini). These plants
are essential for restoring the
local ecology, supporting bio-
diversity, and stabilising the
environment in an area pro-
ne to extreme temperatures
and limited rainfall. The fo-
rest is now home to foxes, de-

van forest offers
heat action plan

sert hares, lizards, reptiles,
and a variety of birds.

A standout initiative wit-
hin this green space is the
public nursery named after
Dev Jasnath, a medieval eco-
spiritual leader. The nursery,
which distributes thousands
of saplingsfreeof chargeeve-
ry year, has become a hub for
community engagement. In
2023 alone, over 21,000 sap-
lings were distributed to lo-
cal students, villages, and the
Indian Army. Many of these
saplings were sent to remote
areas like Barmer in western
Rajasthan, contributing to
wider ecological restoration
efforts.

The impact of Jyani's
work has not gone unnoticed.
The Nature Positive Univer-
sities Network—a global ini-
tiative led by the University
of Oxford and the UN Envi-
ronment Programme—has
recognised the institutional
forest as a model of climate
resilience. Last year, Jyani
was celebrated as a Staff
Championunder this initiati-
ve, underscoring the global
significance of his work in
shaping sustainable solu-
tions for the future.
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Healed scars

THE AREA was scarred with deep pits and
hills of mining waste. Women were afraid to
pass by the land since it was so deserted,”
recalls Shanti Devi. The area she refers to is
the lond around Dabla talab, a reservoir that
was only source of water in her villoge of
Uttamdesar, before the operationalisation of
the Indira Gandhi Canal that passes through
the region. For over two decades, the villoge
saw rampant gypsum extraction. It is located
in Bikaner district, which has some of the
largest gypsum deposits in Rajasthan, a
major producer of the mineral.

The quest for gypsum had destroyed the
reservoir, which wos also a major source of
water for wildlife. Several animal species and
native grasses disappeared from the area,
leaving the ecosystem in ruins.

But since 2022, nearly 84 hectares (ha)
of the degraded land have been restored
and now serve as a flourishing grazing
ground.The transformation came after
environmentalist Shyam Sunder Jyani led
an initiative to restore Dabla falab.

“In 2007-08, | had fried to curb
illegal mining around Dabla falab. But the
administration and local community did not
provide much support, as mining is a means
of livelihood. In 2021, the priest of a femple
in the village asked me to help restore the
reservoir area,” says Jyani, a professor
of sociology at Bikaner's Government
Dungar College.

Jyani roped in the Jasnathi community
that is prominent in the villoge. He drew on
the learnings and practices followed by the
community, which highlight the significance

Residents of
Rajasthan village
revive land
destroyed dueto
gypsum mining, see
return of native plants
and animals

MADHAV SHARMA

Shyam Sunder Jyani
(seated betwean
hweo children
at tha cenltre)
with residents of
Uttamdesar village
in Bikaner districl,
Rajasthan

of grazing lands, forests and biodiversity.
In June 2022, Jyani and the residents
organised an awareness march in 104
villages in the region, raising around

21 crore,

The first step in restoration was fencing
the 84-ha area around the reservoir. Next,
the residents undertook plantations through
familial forestry—a concept pioneered by
Jyani, for which he received the UN's Land
for Life award in 2021."Under this concept,
families are encouraged to freat trees os
members of their households, fostering
an emotional connection with nature. We
plonted hundreds of native trees, including
khejri ( Prosopis cinerarig, the state free of
Rajasthan),” says Jyani. The community also
cultivated native grass varieties. Additionally,
12 small ponds were created as water
sources for wildlife.They are replenished
through a solar-powered system.

“The transformation is striking. We not
only see growing trees and grasses but
also animals that were last spotted
20-25 years ago, including jackals, deer,
foxes, nilgai, hares, black partridges, owls
and even wild boars,” says Bhagirath Molsara
of the village. Birbal Nath Jakhar, another
resident, adds,"We have spotted rare species
like caracals, spiny-tailed lizards and Asiatic
wild cats—a sign of ecological recovery.”

The revival has inspired neighbouring
villages to reclaim their encroached or
neglected lands. Where mining once siripped
the land bare, rare grasses like sewan
(Lasiurus scindicus) now sway in the wind,
says Jyani.

PHOTOGRAPH, MADHAY SHARMA
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Great news from our Land4Life Award winner Familial
Forestry led by Professor Shyam Sunder Jyani! As
part of their Loonkaransar project, the abandoned
and degraded public lands have been restored to a
thriving grassland, using native local grasses, herbs
and shrubs. A public nursery established and grown
75,000 moringa saplings. They will be distributed to
the desert dwellers of 500 villages on 2 October,
International Non-violence Day to promote
environmental peace and on 15 October, the
International Rural Women Day. The project team has
shared photos of land restored in just six months,
planting 30 000 native plants over 74 hectares.
Congratulations!

#united4land #landrestoration #nodroughtland
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Soc1010glst leads hortlculture -i‘evolutlon

Rozamma.Thomas®Etimesgroup.com

Jaipur: By day, Shyamsunder
Jyani is a teacher of sociology at
the Government Dungar Colle-
ge, Bikaner. After his teaching
assignments at college, though,
for over ten years now he has be-
en leading a rich life, leading
what he calls the ‘familial forest-
ry' movement in Ganganagar
and Bikaner, among the hottest
and most arid of India’s dis-
tricts. The 37-year-old won an
award from the President of In-
dia for His efforts in 2012, Now, he
has another achievement - he
has managed tostart budding on
desert bush Zysyphus nummu-
laria, which grows about two
metreshighand spreads out, for-
ming a thicket in desert soil.
This is the source of the smaller
varlety of fruit called ‘ber’ - the

|

TEEMING WITH FRUIT

dark pink little fruit that is sold
with masala on the wayside in
Jaipur and other cities. It has a
large seed arid a just a little pulp
that is edible.

Scientists had longexpressed

disbeltef that this bush could be
budded - where the bud and so
me epidermal tissueisaddedtoa
new root-stock to increase fruit
yield. The stem of the bush israt
her narrow, and budding would

1 QSRR AT

create what scieptiste cHl 3
“botteneck ™ afar, meking th
biase of the plan: too narTow U
bear the load of the 1op, whichen
uld grow brosder Jvemn: howe
ver, did not allow the sispricism
of scientists from stoppimg hi
efforts. He went shead and et
budding on a few bushes i he
friend Rameshwer Lal's lant JT
2010. Now, the farmer hes 5 rict
cropof ber, lasuds gnd khair
Lal told TOL “The sciemziss
told us that we mast no: sremnt
mf;:!:hea Trock oh s vehicle foed
with the whealeof &
1d the ‘bortlemeck mm Mwﬁ
Fiin our plants. Wie g mirisi
face some trowhle, ot wie Poand
ways around ft. Today, the vild
of the plants and the guadin af
the fruit surprise the verv scien

tisis who were Inftally skent:
oal”
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Rajasthan women vow to nurture ‘green family’

Volunteers in 33 panchayats of Taranagar block plant 5,100 saplings as part of Harit Marubhumi drive

MOHAMMED IQBAL

JAIPUR

Taking a pledge to treat the
plants as “green members”
of their families, 100 women
each in 33 village panchayats
of Taranagar block in Rajas-
than's Churu district planted
a total of 5,100 saplings ear-
lier this week to mark the
‘World Day to Combat Deser-
tification and Drought’. The
initiative was part of a unique
Harit Marubhumi (green
desert land) drive.

The campaign highlighted
the crucial interconnection
between humanity and na-
ture, making the tree an in-
separable part of the “lamily
consciousness”, which in
turn brings every issue relat-
ed to plant, tree, leaves and
the climate to the ecosystem
for generating environmen-

'muﬁw

qw, wifar, 24 gem, 2021

Women planting saplings in Taranagar lu-ck on 'li.d

T
Day to

Combat Desertification and Drought’. =specias ARRANGEMENT

tal sensitivity and
empowerment.

All the panchayats in Tara-
nagar block joined the drive
and identified the land where
the plantation drive could be
taken up. Block Develop-
ment Officer Sant Kumar

Meena said the inaugural

programme at Gajuwas pan-
chayat witnessed the planta-
tion of 251 saplings of desert
species such as khejri, rohi-
da, neem, ber and sheesham.

The women were also gift-
ed with fruit-bearing saplings
of lemon, guava, mulberry,
jamun and pomegranate for

planting them at home. At
the plantation sites, which in-
cluded government schools
and panchayat land, the sa-
plings were sown at a dis-
tance of 15 feet each to help
them grow with enough
space and sunlight.

The sarpanches of the
panchayats and the women
residing in the nearby areas
owned up the responsibility
of keeping the plants safe un-
til they grow into trees,
shrubs and perennial herbs.

UN award

Shyam Sunder Jyani, the reci-
pient of this year's Land for
Life Award of the UN, guided
the volunteers in preparing
the soil, selecting the sa-
plings and planting them
with care. The UN Conven-
tion to Combat Desertifica-

tion conferred the award on
Mr. Jyani, an associate profes-
sor at Government Dungar
College, Bikaner, in recogni-
tion of his contribution to
promote “familial forestry”,
relating the tree with the fa-
mily. The award has put the
spotlight on land restoration
and conservation through ex-
emplary efforts for improv-
ing the relationship of com-
munities with nature.

More than 10 lakh families
have joined the familial fores-
try campaign in 15,000 villag-
es of western Rajasthan and
over 25 lakh trees have been
planted over the last 17 years.
Mr. Jyani's concept of institu-
tional forest has executed
sustainable forest manage-
ment in educational institu-
tions by invelving students
and local communities.
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A small village in Raj fights
global warming blg way

Neel.Kamal@timesofindia.com

Bathinda: A small village in
Rajasthan is working in a dif-
ferent way to mitigate the im-
pacts of global warming thro-
ugh community-driven initi-
ative. The public nursery —
established at Chak 12 TK vil-
lage in Raisinghnagar tehsil
of Anupgarh district nearly
four years ago named ‘Shahe-
ed Bhagat Singh familial fo-
restry’ — is feeding Rajast-
han, Punjab and Harvana.

After distributing over 2
lakh saplings in three states,
now this nursery has prepa-
red 33,000 saplings which it
will start distributing from
Aug 23. The initiative has
three distinct factors — itisa
collective effort of all the ne-
arly 100 households in the vil-
lage; it is promoting indige-
nous saplings; and these are
distributed free of cost.

The nursery primarily
grows indigenous species
such as jal, khejri, kumat,
small lesua, and rohida that
are increasingly rare in both
private and govt nurseries.

With the world grappling
with the challenges posed by
climate change and the govts
across the globe striving to
find solutions, the tiny settle-
ment withlessthan100house-

FRIENDLY NEIGHBOUR: Thls nursery in Chak 12 TK village of
Rajasthan’s Anupgarh district is feeding Punjab and Haryana too

holds, situated nearly 20 kilo-
meters from the India-Pakis-
tan border, despite its size, is
playing a pioneering role in
environmental conservation.

Familial Forestry
7 l “his initiative exemplifies
how small communities
candrive significant environ-
mental change. Familial fo-
restry, a concept championed
by Prof Shyam Sunder Jyani,
Involves treating trees as gre-
enmembers of the family.
This initiative emphasi-
sesthe integrationof treesin-
to human habitats, agricultu-
ral landscapes, and institu-
tions. In 2021, when Prof Jya-
ni was awarded the ‘Land for
Life Award’ by the United Na-
tions for his outstanding
contributions to land conser-
vation, his village celebrated

this honour with a collective
event of establishing a public
nursery in the village to pre-
pare high-quality, indigenous
saplings to be distributed free
of charge to surrounding vil-
lages. The initiative attracted
the support of international
organisations such as SuNa-
AnRu from Canada, Praana-
dafrom the USand the Billion
Tree Initiative from the UK,
whofund the initiative,

In addition to the nursery,
whichstandsasaliving tribu-
te to the legacy of freedom
fighter Bhagat Singh, a small
forest block has been develo-
ped in his memory, where 31
species of trees flourish. “Ef-
forts also embody the princi-
ples of agroforestry and com-
munity-based land restora-
tion, central tofamilial forest-
ry movement,” Jvanisaid.
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CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION

The United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification
Is proud to award

Familial Forestry, Shyam Sunder Jyani

the 2021 Land for Life Award
under the theme Healthy Land, Healthy Lives.
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- ENVIRONMENT FRIENDLY :

Couple tie a green knot in Bikaner

Aparnesh Goswami

w hira/@htlbve.com

BIKANER: Marriage vows weni
hand in hand with green
pledges when acouple tied
the knot at Ramnagar v Lage
In Rajasthan's Bikaner dis-
trict on Sunday night.

Affertakingseven tradi-
tional marriage vows, aroom
Vijavpal Beniwaland bride
sSumitra Bhambhu pledged to
plantasaplingevery vear
and talke care of the plants
like family members.

The green pledge at the
weddingwas inspired by pro-
fessor Shyam Sunder Jyani
of Governiment Dungar Col-
lege in Bikaner, who formu-
lated the concept of ‘familial
forestry’ to promote planta-
tions.

“Tiustwent toinyite him
{Iyani) fiwr my marriage, Dur-
Ingdiscussions, he told me
aboul this unicue way ol get-
tingmarried and supporting
anobleeause. T shared the
idea with my fiancee and she
happily agreed.” said Beni-

" The couple plant a sapling duri ng their wedding In Bilmner
HT PHOTG

wal, aformerstudents’ union
president at Government
Dunger College, “Wewill
always remember and follow
the pathwetook,”

dyvand, whoformulated the
familial forestry’ coneept in

006, urges villagersto plant
frudt trees within thelr com-
pournds and treal them as
their own family members,
“This way, thevillagers not
only eontribute toowards the
betterment of biodiversity.

but they alsomake useof'the
fruits inthelrdiet,” the green
crusader said,

Guestsat the wedding
were given froll tree saplings
totake forward the message
of protecting biodiversity.
The couple also planted a sap-
lingat the entrance of the vil-
lageas part of *Kankar’ (vil-
lage boundary) poaja, a wed-
dingritual,

Eeo-friendly utensils were
used for the wedding feast,
and nocrackers were burst
for celebrations. The groom’'s
tamily planted saplings ata
public placeatthe bride’s yil-
lape; Beniwal's father
planted a‘khejari’ (dateysap-
lingat the bride’s home.

Bride’s father Mohanram
Bhambhusald, "Ifsuch val-
ues are propagated through
festivals and rituals, the
younger generation will
grow up to be more consclous
towards the environment
and strive for its conserva-
thon.” A tolal of 2100 saplings
were planted during the mar-
riage ceremony.

One man’s quest to save the earth

mnmmmwmm

s the world debates the {ssues relat-

od to climate change, there ane
some for whom the environment s a
personal concern. That too (n the diy
hot deserts of Western Rajasthan
where the might and fury of nature
are witnessed In dust storms and
rampant drought. In the midst of
these extreme ¢l imes and scanty veg:
etation one man dreamt of trees in
every village and then spent close toa
lifetime in trying o make his dreams
areality by traveling from village o
village and encouraging lakhs of
households to nurture these trees In
the very heart of the Thar desert this
Sociology HOD from Bikaner’s Ding:
ar College conceplualised the theme
of Familial Forestry in 2006 which
has at its central theme linking each
family to the care of one troe.

What started in 206 with one vil-
Lage has become a life missbon for
Shyam Sunder Jyank This mission
has reached across 2,500 villages in
Bikaner Division and connects 1.5

Lakh families through a prooess of en-

vironmental education and the came
of over 6 lakh trees planted by these
vory families.

mummr
DAY
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In 2016, this Gamily oriented maodel
of environmental conservation
reached Bilhar where 30,000 thoes
were planted in Nalanda, Families
acyoss villages are encournged to
plant trecs and nurture them keeping
in mind the unique blodiversity of
this aréa. This has a positive Impact
on the entire environment, ecology
and the economy of the village. Along
with this mission Prof Jyani has tak-
en it upon himself 0 educate school-
gaing children in rural areas on the
eritical Bsue of dimate change. The
mast incredible part of this huge ex:
ercise s that he does not depend on
any external funding for this drive,

Jyani has been working on local
spiches Hke Zyzyphus Nummularia
{commaonly known as ber) which s
besst adaption for the arkd climate.
The new technique involves adding
epldermal tissue o root stock and
beads to incresse bn fralt vield. Sue-

cesaful Intervention In other local
spoches like lasunds and Khejri have
shown pood resulis, Jyani belleves
that propogation of these varieties
will not just have a positive impact
on the blodiversity eoology and en-
vironment but can also reduce mal-

nutrition and fncrease fodder avalla:

bility in the villages where they are /¢

bedng nurtured. The contral theme |

of Familial Forestry is that environ-\

mental karning involves the JH
mode] — printing together the Head,
Hand and Heart in order to plant,
prote], nurture and propagate
trees. In keeping with the times Jya
ni has oven had an androld app My
Forest to educate peophe regard ing
troes and thelr care. He is a recipl-
ent of an award from the Prosident
for his commendable work for the
environment

On World Environment Day the
workd has boen plunged into a debate
on climate change and who takes the
onus of it But here, far away from
the nolse, one man has chosen o real-
tse that if we do not act pow and 1o
day it will be too late. The Earth
neods more Shyam Sunder Jyank to
take onus for jt

Truly an Inspiring personality
who puts the Earth before himsel?

%
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-Shmsmdarm has campaigned in hundreds of villages of Bikaner and Ganganagar for over a

decade which has resulted in the plantation of more than 6 lakh trees.

HT PHOTO

A sociology professor
On a green campaign

Salik Ahmad _
w sk dhmadhindusiantimes.com

BIKARER: In some villages of
Bikaner the sarpanch does not
distribute laddoos to people on

Independence Day Instead, he

danghters, I spend the remain-
derfor the conse. ™ the 25-vear-old
professor who lives inamodestly
furnished house, said.

The roots of the campaign
goes back to when Jyani was
a kid and used to water a

love it the same way

“The children in the fanmly
will have that affection for ees
and we will have a generation
that loves trees. Then it will be
possible to develop commmnity
lands too,” he explained.
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Meghan, Harry sue
Mail on Sunday for
'breach of privacy’

BUSINESS | siack Money
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India seeks banking details
t:-f Lalit Madi, his wife
Mina'l from Switzerland
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CRICKET

Rohit hits
ton as India
dominate
rain-marred
opening day

SAPLINGS OF CHANGE

On Gandhiji’s 150th birth anniversary, meet a man paying a unique green tribute to the Mahatma

IMANA BHATTACHARYA
hat is the
first thing
that comes
to vour mind
when  you

think of Mahatma

Gandhi? India's freedom

struggle? His path-break-

ing methods of non-vio-
lence? Ahimsa?

Satvagraha? While these

are the obvious answers, a

professor from Rajasthan

15 on a mission to give

unique green iribute to

Gandhi and his principles.

Shyam Sunder Jyvani, an
associate professor and
sociologist, has opted out
of using run-of-the-mill
ways to celebrate Gandhi

Javanti. Instead, he has

initiated a massive planta-

tion drive to follow the
leader's peaceful tracks,

His is a call for environ-

mental peace in a time

when climate change cri-
5is is engulfing the planet.

To understand Gandhi
properiy, one has to walk
on the paths he practised
and preached. So, as the
country celebrates the
150th birth anniversary of
the Father of the Nation,

Jvani is busy encouraging

and leading teachers from

more than 150 villages of

Rajasthan to plant

saplings. His is an act of

selflessness — Shyam has
purchased the entire Nora
himself and provided irri-
gation tankers on his own
time and expense,

Teachers of 150 rural state

schools of Rajasthan's

Bikaner division have

become part of the unique

initiative.

It is one thing to adopt a
child, but to adopt a tree as
a family is a concept that
most have never heard of
before. This concepl was,
however, the seed that led
to the birth of familial
forestry. The initiative
directly connects families
with plantation and, there-
by, initiates eco-civilisa-
tion that allows for com-

9.2;-

munity-level engagement
in forestry, “Trees have a
central role in the environ-
ment and the domestica-
tion of trees makes fami-
lies sensitive towards envi:
ronmental conservation,”
says Jyani,

This quest for environ-
mental peace began in 2008
when Jyani rescued some
neem trees in his college

formulated the idea of soma-
'lh-hlhdthl

mwh
gﬂa—mﬂ-mm#no!
Rajasthan

_mmm,

5,

the

campus. “In subsequent
vears, il became my pas-
sion, which in turn
became my mission when |
formulated the jdea of
something called Familial
Forestry in 2006. Then, |
led the plantation of over
9,00,000 saplings under my
direct supervision in the
north-western region of
Rajasthan,"
shares Jvani.

The professor takes out
time from his day job fre-
quently to visit villages
and interact with school
students to ensure active
engagement in familial
forestry, The result? Lakhs
of students and villagers
have now acquired the
skill of proper plantation
and past-plantation eare,
But that's not all! A social
scientist by profession,

Shyam has also developed
a unique technigue of in-
situ budding on jujube,
Prosopis cineraria and
Cordia gharal, which are
native species of desert
land. This technique trans-
forms these bushes and
trees into high-vielding
varieties. “l have devel-
oped a very diverse institu-
tional forest of five
hectares in my college
campus by involving stu-
dents,” Jyani points out
humbly

However, his reperfoire
of achievements is a long
one. The President of
India has felicitated him
with IG NS5 National
Award. The Limea Book of
Records has acknowledged
his work and the concept
of familial forestry has
been included In the PG
syllabus of MGSU Bikaner
{a state university).
According to Jyvani, the
arid desert conditions of
Rajasthan make it is very
expensive and challenging
to develop large forests
there. But, his walk on the
path of Bapu continues as
he plans to develop 150
Gandhi fruit gardens and
has planted saplings of
many plants like berries,
lime, pomegranate, mul-
berry, drumstick,
tamarind, and guava. He
has also started organising
‘Green  Dialogues® in
morning prayer sessions
every Saturday in  all
schools with the prime
objective of mobilising
environmental socialisa-
tion of students,

Aler all, it was Gandhi ji
who had cautionedthe
world that the Earth has

Vol 26 Mo, 228 | 16 paces | EL50
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ASIA PACIFIC

Indian traditions entwine
with trees in green drive to
revive land

Women collect water from a well in Chhapya village in India's
Rajasthan state on Tuesday. | AFP-JIJI

BY ANNIE BANERJI
THOMSON REUTERS FOUNDATION

[ SHARE Jun3,2022

BIKANER, INDIA - With saplings in hand and
faces veiled by colorful sarees, Suman and
Sarita Takariya's relatives sang traditional

& japantimes.co.jp
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Caring for trees like
they're family

09/25/2021

Trees are good for both biodiversity and
people, helping to guard against drought.
Which is why Shyam Sunder Jyani encourages
communities in Rajasthan, India to nurture them
like loved ones.

Shyam Sunder Jyani shares a rare moment with his own family
between trips around Rajasthan to plant trees
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villagers in India that trees are a part of the family

Familial Forestry teaches
villagers in India that
trees are a part of the
family

Climate Action Education Environment

Teaching & Learning

Shyam Sunder Jyani is a professor of sociology
in India, but his passion project for the last 15
years has been tree planting. He was inspired by

thno ocnmren troo ~rvnarmimo At tha cAammniie he

& optimistdaily.com
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~ Activist hlghhghts benef ts of ‘familial forestry’

@tlmesofmd ja.com

Bathinda: Prof Shyam Sun-
der Jvani, UN's Land for Life
Award Laureate, participa-
ting as a special guest at
UNCCD 16th Conference of
the Parties (COP16) at Rivadh
in Saudi Arabia, on Thurs-
day showcased the ground-
breaking concept of ‘Fam-
ilial Forestry’ at an event ti-

COP16 RIYADH

tled *Youth-led Innovation for
a Sustainable Future: High-
lights from the Land for Life
Programme.” As a Keynote
speaker, Prof Jyani empha-
sized the transformative
power of cultural integra-
tion in land restoration ini-

Prof Shyam Sunder Jyani speaks during the event on Thursday

tiatives. Referencing Jasnath
Ji, a spiritual and environ-

mental leader of the medie-
val era, he illustrated how

culture nurtures mindful-

ness, fosters unity, and sim-
plifies the complexities of
land degradation and its far-
reaching consequences, such
as forced migration. Jyani as-

serted that cultural values in-
spire empathy and collective
action, essential for tackling
land degradation challenges.
It was stated that Familial
Forestry model serves as a
beacon of hope, restoring de-
graded land while uniting
communities around a
shared environmental mis-
sion.

Highlighting the achieve-
ments of Familial Forestry, a
pioneering approach that in-
tegrates families into resto-
ration activities, Jyani stated
that 4 million saplings have
been planted across Rajas-
than's arid landscapes. Ac-
cording to Jyani, the family,
as the nucleus of social life,
plays a pivotal role in restora-
tion. Familial Forestry
brings land restoration into

thefamily domain, extending
it to communities and creat-
ing a sustainable and scala-
ble model.

During the event, Prof
Jyani showcased the Dabla
Talab Restoration Project, a
community-led initiative
that revitalized degraded
land into a thriving ecosys-
tem. He also introduced Ram
Rinku Abhiyan, a recent ad-
dition to the Familial Forest-
ry movement,

The event drew participa-
tion from delegates world-
wide, including Chinese offi-
cials, members of the Indian
delegation such as Tarun
Kant, Director of AFRIJodh-
pur, Global Land Heroes, and
senior UNCCD staff, includ-
ing Chief Communication
Officer Xinya Scanlon.
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICA
PRINCIPAL SEAT JODHPU
5.B/D.B Civil Misc. Caveal

In
&.B.JD.B. Civil Wit Petition N
Anybody!PersoniF
s
State of Rajast!
Application under Rule 158 of Rajasthan
Caveat
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR LORDSHIPS:
Your Lordship's humble applicant want
159 of the Rajasthan High Court Rules
applicants are heard in the malter. T
which is likely to be filad are given below
The 5.B./D.E. Civil Wril petiicn or Appe
1. Anybody! Person/FlrmiCompany
The S.B/D.B. Clvil Writ petition or Ap
againstall or any of the following applic
1‘1 F‘r!nmpalSacratar,r Depmntnﬂ.irl



2l 13,::: T afees 111&[ =7
URAR TR i § 9

| 6 € | AT & S, TR

ol A SEen dena gy
TR YT ] HE H
B Sl TR i HiRd
qTieR! T Seeid |

SO A JUAEEEl F
yfgan sanfew foera & fordm
geTeRTa o, forad R
aifveht @R % af¥es
THR Fl T == 8g | T Bl
M TR0 & &F H Iued
ST o TR | HHa &
#9 e 9m, 39 W feEm -
forl g3 |



Q¥ © IAHIG « JIATeHIG .
ﬁﬁﬂﬂassmoma?asmamaaﬂmﬂwaﬁsﬁam;@

e W

5100 Tt 3 fem T & 100 Il = ofElE afE T v ofimm B TEL A

) ﬁﬁlﬂaﬁpﬂﬂ. .'
T i aed o o T T A F U R A W Y # 3 3 R @ W 5100 7 ) T R
MACRRATNIFOIIRGH, = dheacht =1 91 fora 30 o @b v A WApmAAG A @Y ™ 71 704 o ®a awwm goda
R-IR mioiferr  #F v A gm0 W@ gw W ﬁﬂmmqmﬂwﬁ el 3 ™ afimE RO

T ¥ wEte WA O BR ONF W
wtw | e & e woerr § sEtd | aefe 9. wmgE s A
W g W e e e wan B st W waiEeie
TF 3@ B T e T wea sl oo e & v @ W

e RN WA S A5 HEE
e e g 3w # fem
oH % FeEn il = EE e F
# ferafrer foa v

aﬁm%ﬁﬂmaﬁmﬁm Ee
Y, wlt, vam W,
Forerr, @, S AR A S

qIiREien aif-en-TH ®@ 3 ¢ ﬂﬁtﬂﬁﬁﬁlﬁﬁqmm TR el =61 qgut

aﬁam%dqﬁqwfawmammmw

Tawg. de i W

Satrliazcom AR HAY A 3wl
=i A HE A
igmmg. AmuE A fFm 2m EnE i wiwEm |
feerm e wEifE % s A TEERY A A ¥ weed D
T AR A & T ma , TOHE 9 Afgens @ @
TR A G et § e et fem) arnfirer 5 =
T T o6 w9 B I % B o # e F wh dm
| 37 T BT TEE =1 % o v 3 waiEm
gﬁmﬁmﬂ;’-’g@a%m : , W L F gIw T T =
FH TR Tt WY W EEeEE
Ay Bt ﬁ@rmaﬁuﬁﬁﬁmmﬂammmaﬁfhi horind 3, Tl T o
#l 3N & g% e afteie o e 81 S i eRfie s sl 3 d e @ g eiee sitend seftea )
AE-TE FE A W F T W 6 e T W g T T AMERl WEOET e 9 #
e Heena W R T e W ren 0 A T WA A WA d AR # et it
F TEar # qfiew Fe o U et wemall B SEd A 6B o S nier d e = e i
W, ST S TR T AT E W | WL S S e e s, A Sfen e e o SR witensi x U
WA e A A E e W WeT Siephes  Odtew OFEE @R, T Ui S Sware #i e En G N <
TrAfmaaimA R EE STE S sew A A Tew  draeag oeE, gefeed w@Em e 3 ﬁagmﬁmaw%awf&tﬂ I e TeH A

Ercadl to il i i
ToE WA R i g
At ot TR
S A w1 B e
At ofte = 1 s i
e R T § anien
AT & | A HE B =T
1 3 Tl At wfiren Ao
T A H HeRn G =

1 HFA | Wi aE

=i A A R s

eI & T o A St
21 58 it % 3fm &9 &
gﬁma SR R #

gt {4 SEm T8
:ﬂﬁnﬁ aézoau GER UGl
T AT B S A
&1 = o T T | 5 S
W gl uniE, g9 M,

I, AR TRR, S
=i,  #Wnm T,
TN e AEE w2
e & A A anier )

ot afE s =

, SRR AT e e

S #5ye # wemE 915
I T g T Ao

TR, SHag T IFa
afgen femm w g
e Tl cu hic i i
fer S st 3 i 3
fer fe o S

e} = = S niEenst A
e form R w0 o W i
Z@e w59 S fed
o, @E U= dHOE WE,
S, T A e ®)

T, Ao AAg0 H T
AFE FAR fen A | oW A
T S U W o



Rajasthani wedding revives rural
famz ies’ sweet ties with millets

Times News NETWORK

- Bathinda: A wedding cere-
- mony was used to promote
consumption of millets at
Lunkaransar village near Bi-
kaner in Rajasthan on Thurs-
day. Instead of servingmilk as
a traditional offering during
the bride’s farewell, rabadi
made from millets was served
to the relatives of the bride
and the groom. The initiative
was part of ‘Familial Forest-
ry' — a movement about ma-
King trees a part of the family
led by environmentalist
Prof Shyam Sunder Jyani.
Traditional dishes made
from millet were also served
at breakfast. The effort was
made with a belief that a
mass-level shift tosustainable
food was needed to combat cli-
mate change, and associating
millets with rituals was an in-
clusive way to engage the

Millet rabri is now a ritual

community in thisdirection.

Following the lunch, a
plantation drive was organi-
sed, led by the bride and coor-
dinated by the Familial Fo-
restry activists. Familial Fo-
restry means caring for the
tree as a family member so
that it becomes part of the fa-
mily’s consciousness.

Rabadi is traditionally
prohibited during marriage
rituals and it was for the first
time when it was included in
rituals to bid for a sustainable
living and it gained attention

in local community, said Jva-
ni, associate professor of so-
ciology at government college
Bikaner and recipient of the
UN's ‘Land for Life' award.
He said it was also decided
that Rabadi Day will be obser-
ved on May 23 to promote the
consumption of millets and
revive the ethnic cultural
practices. “At our daughter
Abhilasha's wedding, we
adopted sustainable con-
sumption practices with the
intervention of Familial Fo-
restry. We avoided using plas-
tic or other disposable pro-
ducts, hoping to promote sus-
tainable living,” said bride’s
father Bhaira Ram Godara.
The UN has declared 2023
as the International Year of
Millets, which were used as a
staple food for centuries, but
the consumption of which de-
clined to less than 10% among
rural and urban households.



